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Planning Advocate 

Support of planning and planners 
Illustrate how the nominee's work has increased the understanding of the planning 
process. Indicate how the nominee has shown a clear understanding of, and support 
for, the role of planners in public life.   

Mayor Ron Nirenberg’s support and advocacy has been instrumental in planning for the 
San Antonio’s growth for the last decade. As the Mayor of one of the fastest growing regions 
in the country, he has dedicated his work to help plan for the challenges facing our city and 
has been a champion for comprehensive planning, inclusive economic development, and 
environmental stewardship since first elected as a councilmember in 2013.   

In 2016, then Councilmember Nirenberg was a Tri-Chair for the SA Tomorrow initiative 
which included the Comprehensive Plan, Sustainability Plan, and Multimodal Transportation 
Plan for the City. Through the SA Tomorrow planning process, he was continuously present to 
engage with residents, businesses, and other stakeholders to promote planning for San 
Antonio. Additionally, he advocated for the initiative through thought pieces related to SA 
Tomorrow to garner support, understanding, and visibility.   

Mayor Nirenberg continues to champion SA Tomorrow, beyond City Council adoption, 
by ensuring there was a process in place to implement the now adopted plans. Under his 
leadership the City of San Antonio has since adopted the city’s first SA Climate Ready Action 
and Adaptation Plan, a Strategic Housing Implementation Plan and has continued to advocate 
for the Comprehensive Plan being implemented by 30 SA Tomorrow Sub-Area Plans.   

Mayor Nirenberg continues to encourage residents to be engaged in comprehensive 
planning though the sub-area planning process. He also supports education in planning 
through the Mayor’s K-12 Smart City Challenge inspired by the SA Tomorrow Comprehensive 
Plan. The initiative, now in its sixth year, receives support from the Mayor’s Office and is 
designed so that K-12 students can learn and innovate for a better city. The program introduces 
students to a different planning topic annually, which they must then develop and pitch a project 
in for an opportunity to win the Mayor’s Smart City Cup. 

Effectiveness and results 
Describe the extent that the nominee has been effective in formulating and 
implementing plans and ideas in support of good planning. Identify the level of influence 
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and effectiveness achieved by the nominee within different segments of the 
community.   

Under the leadership of Mayor Ron Nirenberg, the City of San Antonio has adopted the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan in 2016, and nine SA Tomorrow Sub-Area plans, with nine more 
currently underway. The SA Tomorrow Sub-Area planning initiative, now in its third phase, has 
received continued support from the Mayor. He actively meets with the Planning Department 
and shares information with his constituents. The Mayor’s support influences the visibility of 
the planning process and encourages residents and other external stakeholders to become 
involved.  

Throughout his tenure as a Councilman and as Mayor, Mayor Nirenberg has continued 
to support SA Tomorrow initiatives extended from the Sustainability Plan, and Multimodal 
Transportation Plans, including the SA Climate Ready Action and Adaptation adopted in 2019, 
the Mayor’s Youth Engagement Council for Climate Initiatives, and an update to the City’s Bike 
Network Plan. Additionally, the Mayor and City Council adopted a Strategic Housing 
Implementation Plan (SHIP) in 2021, a 10-year, cross-organizational vision for affordable 
housing. This initiative aims to stabilize households by preserving and/or creating over 28,000 
homes and raising household incomes over the next decade. The SHIP builds off the Housing 
Policy Framework which was accepted by the Mayor and Council in 2018, to prioritize 
affordable housing development and preservation in the community. This adoption led way to 
the creation of a City dashboard to track affordable housing initiatives, and the Housing 
Affordability in San Antonio event, which connects residents to key community partners and 
resources to assist with navigating the housing ecosystem. 

As a sustainable and equitable planning champion, Mayor Nirenberg continues to 
encourage and support the Planning Department’s mission to collaboratively guide growth and 
development to protect our city’s history and resources and promote an equitable and 
sustainable city accessible to all San Antonians.  
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