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Overview 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

•  Established in June 2009 through a 
 creative collaboration between the 
 City of Arlington and UT Arlington  
  
•  Graduate students from 
 Architecture and Planning work 
 closely with City staff on business 
 and neighborhood development 
 projects in Arlington 
 

•  Provides urban design solutions at no 
 cost to clients 
 
 
•  Business  façade improvements 
•  Site plans  
•  Streetscape improvements 
•  Neighborhood plans 
•  Landscaping concepts 
•  Visual renderings   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 minuteThe Arlington Urban Design Center is a collaboration between the City and UTA and is staffed with six graduate students in the fields of planning, architecture, and landscape architecture.  The Center provides conceptual design services to clients—including City departments--with projects in Arlington at no cost.  Generally, the types of projects the Center works on include business façade improvements, site plans, streetscape improvements, neighborhood plans, landscaping concepts, and visual renderings.



Vision 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

 
 
 
 

 Redevelopment  by reinventing the design 
approach to meet the City’s vision for a high-
quality, pedestrian-friendly built environment 

 
Revitalization of key areas by reinvigorating 
interest in creating new economic 
investment and strong neighborhoods 

 
Reinvestment in existing businesses for a  
sustainable economic base by rebuilding 
enthusiasm for quality design 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
30 secondsThe Design Center aims to create awareness about the impact of Urban Design on quality of life, the environment, and economic investment.  To do so, the Center promotes quality redevelopment by reinventing the design approach.  We encourage revitalization by reinvigorating interest in ownership and investment in neighborhoods.  And, we support reinvestment by rebuilding enthusiasm for sustainable design. 



Design Center Operations 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Project  
Type 

Number 
Completed To 

Date 

Number in 
Progress 

Non-profit/ 
Institutional 

74 3 

Private/Business 
Development 

31 1 

Neighborhood 12 1 

Total 117 5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
30 secondsDesign Center Interns work 20 hours per week, Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  To date, the Center has completed 117 projects, the majority of which have been for non-profit or institutional clients, including City departments.  We currently have five projects in progress.



Design Center Operations 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

 
 
 

Since June 2009, portions of 13 Design Center-
assisted projects have been realized.  A few 
examples: 

 
• Randol Mill Park West Pedestrian Amenities 

 
• Colonel Neel Kearby 
  Memorial Context 
 
• Library Patio Improvements 
 
• Downtown Farmers’ Market Façade 

Improvement 
 

• Arlington High School  Concession Stand 
 
• 212 E. Abram 
 Façade and Site Improvement 
 
• Christkindl Market Renderings 

 
• First Christian Church Community Garden 

 
• Front and Center Parking Improvements 

 
• Briarwood Neighborhood Entry Design 
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30 secondsFortunately, the Design Center has been able to see some of its projects realized or partially realized.  Over the course of the past three years, 13 projects which had assistance from the Design Center have been completed, including pedestrian amenities in the Randol Mill Park West neighborhood, the Colonel Neel Kearby Memorial at the Central Library, entry features for the Briarwood Neighborhood, façade improvements for the Downtown Farmers’ Market, and most recently, the patio improvements to the Central Library.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://arlingtoninsider.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/ablog-shopping-downtown-farmers-market-building.jpg&imgrefurl=http://insider.arlington.org/2010/03/17/the-downtown-arlington-farmers-market/&usg=__FEyZ-TnvbEPt7COxp3zAPLqumx8=&h=2304&w=3072&sz=3019&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=RMgPGQ5lR9wDaM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/search?q=downtown+arlington+farmers+market&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1131&bih=685&tbm=isch&ei=ZHnyTeSIK4TVgQe7kuWTDQ


Value and Cost Savings 

•  Since June 2009, the 
 Design Center has 
 leveraged over $1.2 
 million in conceptual 
 design costs* 
 
•  Average estimated value
 per project:  $10,700 
 
•  Average time spent 
 working on a project: 
 45 hours 
 

 
 
 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

*based on estimates from the 2010 RSMeans Construction Costs Catalog 
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Presentation Notes
30 secondsOne of the most valuable aspects to Design Center clients is the cost savings they achieve by utilizing the Center’s services.  Since June 2009, the Center’s work has saved clients over $1.2 million in  conceptual design costs. This cost savings can then be invested in the actual development of the project or used to secure licensed architects, engineers, and the like to provide finalized plans. The average cost savings per project is over $10,700.  On average, the interns spend about 45 hours working on each project.



Design Center Awards 

Winner of a 2011 

 Outstanding Achievement in  

Innovation Award  

from the Alliance for Innovation 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Winner of the 2010  
Planning Advocate Award  

from the Midwest Texas Section of the  
Texas American Planning Association 

Winner of a 2011 

 Current Planning Award 

From the Texas Chapter of the American Planning 
Association 
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30 secondsDue to the great service and quality work the Design Center provides, we have recently received three awards. Most recently, the Center won the 2011 Current Planning Award from the Texas Chapter of the APA. The Center is a winner of a 2011 Outstanding Achievement in Innovation Award from the Alliance for Innovation, which recognizes projects that successfully and creatively address important public service dilemmas and positively impact their communities.  In 2010 the Center was the recipient of the Planning Advocate Award from the Midwest Texas Section of the Texas APA.  The award recognizes best practices in planning leadership, advocacy, and education. 



212 East Abram Façade and Site Improvements 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 minuteNow to highlight some of the Center’s current and recently completed projects. The owner of 212 E. Abram approached the Design Center for assistance with site circulation planning and improvements and a façade upgrade.  The Center proposed developing the alleyway between 212 and 200 E. Abram into a pedestrian walkway to connect the Abram corridor with future development along South Street.  They also proposed improved landscaping and on-street parking surrounding the building.  For the façade treatment, the Design Center suggested a corten steel awning and vertical elements to give more street presence to the building. 



South Cooper YMCA Site Plan 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 minuteThe South Cooper YMCA asked the Design Center to develop a conceptual site plan for the rear portion of their extensive property near the intersection of Cooper and Harris.  After an in depth analysis of an existing tree survey and drainage patterns, the Design Center proposed a site plan which included 4 multi-sport playfields, a hiking trail, children’s playground, restrooms, campsites, a pavilion, an outdoor classroom for day campers, a ropes course, parking, and a community garden --- all carefully designed to disturb the least number of trees possible and work with the natural drainage on the site.



Front and Center Site Plan 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 minuteThe City owns park property along the Union Pacific rail line in downtown Arlington near the intersection of Front and Center streets.  Plans have been in the works for about a decade to do something with the land, but the AUDC took the project a step further. Recently, development in the area has put pressure on availability of off-street parking.  In addition, activation of the empty park space is key to creating a vibrant downtown destination.  The AUDC completed a land-use and parking analysis of a built-out scenario along Front Street to determine how much parking was needed.  Then, an on-street parking plan was created to demonstrate the number of available on-street parking spaces that could be created via striping.  In addition, the AUDC created a three-part park design for the vacant park property, incorporating the themes of Cultural Space, Civic Space, and Natural Space.  The entire development proposal will help to create an active, thriving Front Street with excellent streetscape design and quality public space to connect this part of Downtown to Abram Street and UTA to the South.  The first phase of the project, the on-street parking plan, was implemented in Fall 2011.  



HANA Neighborhood Redevelopment Analysis 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
30 secondsAs part of their involvement with neighborhood planning, the Design Center prepared an in-depth analysis of the HANA neighborhood’s redvelopment options for the area near Park Row and Cooper. The Design Center researched the latest demographic information from the 2010 Census, land use information, and prepared a visual preference survey for the neighborhood steering committee to help guide the second phase of the project. The Design Center will be preparing a mixed-use redevelopment scenario with a grocery store anchor, other retail, and a mix of housing options which will revive the corner and improve conditions in the HANA neighborhood. 



Recent Remodel  

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 



Recent Remodel  

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 



Future of the Design Center 

Upcoming Projects: 
 
•  Downtown Pedestrian 
 Improvement Plan 
 

•  Civic Center Renderings 
 

• Visualizations related to 
 updated Unified Development 
 Code 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

 

•  Longer-term agreement with UT 
 Arlington in future 

 

•  Continued integration with other 
 services throughout the City 

 

•  Expanded marketing efforts 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Arlington Urban Design Center 

Promoting Sustainability through the Art of Design for Businesses and Neighborhoods 

Dr. Barbara Becker, AICP 
Dean, School of Urban and Public Affairs 

 
 

Don Gatzke, AIA 
Dean, School of Architecture 

 
 

Dr. Ron Elsenbaumer 
Provost, UT Arlington 

 

Special Thanks to UTA: 

 
2012 Interns: 

 
  

David Stark, Planning Intern  
  

Milad Fereshtehnezad, Planning 
Intern  

 
Vacant, Architectural Intern  

 
Jenny Prieto, Architectural Intern 

  
 Steven Duong, Planning Intern 

 
Nhasala Mandahar, Landscape 

Architectural Intern 
 

 

 

Management: 
 

Jim Parajon, AICP 
Interim Deputy City Manager 

 

Lyndsay Mitchell, AICP 
Planning Project Manager 
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