
• We are approaching the end of an approximately year-long process and 

have scheduled to brief TEC on the outcomes of the process 

• This briefing is intended to update the Committee as we approach the 

end of our complete streets policy development process. 

• This presentation highlights: 

• The project impetus and goals for complete streets (slides 2 & 3) 

• The products we will bring forward for Council consideration (slide 

4) 

• The highlights of the community involvement process (slides 5 

through 11) 

• Slides 7, 8 & 9 feature the award winning entries for the 

citizens visual essay contest we held to get creative ideas 

from the public on how to improve streets 

• Complete streets design manual highlights (slides 13 through 29) 

• Implementation considerations and strategies (slides 31 through 

51) 
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•Creating a vibrant public realm involves the design of the roadway as well 

as the design of the adjacent private development. Most of all it involves 

focusing on the public-private area that straddles the ROW line.  The 

approach to managing this area can make the difference between a vibrant 

shared front yard and a barren no-man’s land. 

•The street edge can be the most challenging areas and involves a sharing 

of public and private responsibilities and a significant shift in attitudes on 

both sides: 

• a number of competing activities and needs 

• need for flexibility of use over time 
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• The complete street design approach represents a paradigm shift in 

Dallas – from a long standing emphasis on automobile mobility to an 

approach that seeks to: 

• design streets for all users 

• respond to different contexts 

• design streets as multi-functional spaces 

• introduce environmentally sustainable design solutions 
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•  

• Increase understanding and awareness of complete streets opportunities 

and constraints 

• Establish a comprehensive vision and policy framework to serve as a 

roadmap for a new approach to street design 

• Implementation strategies recommendations for systematic and phased 

implementation 

 



  Urb Sub Rur 

Yes 74% 67% 54% 

No 10% 16% 21% 

Not sure 16% 18% 25% 

  East North South West 

Yes 72% 66% 64% 64% 

No 11% 12% 16% 21% 

Not sure 17% 22% 20% 15% 

  Dem Rep Ind NoID 

Yes 79% 58% 61% 54% 

No 7% 25% 19% 8% 

Not sure 14% 18% 20% 38% 

Need for Sustainable Communities by US Region 

Need for Sustainable Communities by 
Community Type 

Need for Sustainable Communities by  
Political Affiliation 

  Low Inc Afr-Amer Hisp 

In favor 65% 71% 74% 

Opposed 13% 12% 12% 

Not sure 23% 17% 14% 

Need for Sustainable Communities   
by Income, Race/Ethnicity 

  <35 35-54 55+ 

Yes 67% 64% 67% 

No 15% 15% 16% 

Not sure 18% 21% 17% 

Need for Sustainable Communities by  
Age 
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• We held a total of eight workshops featuring key streets 

throughout the city with good attendance and received a variety 

of input across the spectrum. 
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• Worked with Big Thought to engage student participation 

•  

• 1 minute 10 seconds 



• We a draft complete streets design manual that is currently 

undergoing technical review and is also available to the general 

public at our website. 

15 



16 

• Back to planning basics 

• Need comprehensive policy guidance to provide a consistent and 

balanced basis for planning and design 
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• The majority of Dallas streets exist within built-out neighborhoods. 

• Acquisition of additional right-of-way in very difficult in most areas in 

Dallas and is usually the option of last resort. 

• When existing streets are improved, the complete streets process will 

provide a opportunity to review design priorities to determine how to make 

trade-offs to accommodate community needs within the existing street 

space or right-of-way. 

• Range of width standards proposed for design elements to be 

accommodated in constrained right-of-way during the design process 
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•   Deliberate departure for a one size fits all approach 

 



• The vision map is intended as policy guidance, not a substitute for direct 

community input on any proposed future changes on specific streets. 

• A new complete street typology based on land use context is proposed to 

be overlayed on the Thoroughfare Plan function classification 

• Mixed Use Streets 

• Commercial Streets 

• Residential Streets 

• Industrial Streets 

• Parkways 
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• In addition another overlay based on multimodal transportation 

considerations is proposed 

• Bike Network Streets – linked to the network proposed in the 

Dallas Bike Plan 

• Transit Streets – identifying street corridors with light rail, streetcar 

or enhanced bus operation existing or planned (We may want to 

consider not including this on the vision map for now 
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• Important to establish realistic expectations for implementation based on 

the opportunities and challenges 
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• Emphasize the need for comprehensive policy guidance 

• Street space encompasses public right-of-way as well as the edges of 

private property 

•  
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 Three stage process defines role of the Complete Streets Design 
Manual relative to other regulations and policies 

 Critical role of the Complete Streets Design Manual is in the early 
corridor planning and conceptual design stages 
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• Projects were selected based on potential multi-modal linkages to 

destinations, economic development opportunities and Council member 

input. 
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• 1 minute 30 seconds 



 Ensure phased and 
systematic implementation 
across departmental lines 

 

 Introduce and institutionalize 
new policies into street 
design and development 
practices 

 

 Align the City’s regulations 
with proposed Dallas 
Complete Streets policy 
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 Complete streets policy will impact budgeting priorities 

and regulatory approaches across departmental lines 

 City Design Studio; Sustainable Development and 

Construction (Zoning, Real Estate, Long Range); Public 

Works & Transportation (Transportation Planning); Streets 

Department (Traffic Management); 
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• Thoroughfare Plan last updated in the late 1980s 
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•There has been much discussion of complete streets in Dallas over the 

past five years since forwardDallas! Until now, the city has dealt with this 

issue reactively on a project by project basis.  We are now getting ready to 

launch a proactive citywide initiative after several months of preparations 

that included arranging for funding and coordination with other related 

efforts to ensure that we take a comprehensive and systematic approach. 
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