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Day 1 – Monday, March 30, 2020 

Texas Capitol Legislative Conference Center | Capitol Extension, Room E2.002 
(CAPITOL MAP – see last page of document) 

 

- 8:00am – Check-in Begins 

- 8:30am – Welcome by APATX President Chance Sparks, AICP 

- 8:45am – 10:00am - Land Use Case Law Update & Outlook (1.25 CMs) 

Planners often find themselves experiencing challenges when it comes to implementing 
local plans and administering regulations adopted by the State Legislature. Panelists will 
discuss the effects of recently passed legislation, how communities have responded, and 
the outlook for the 87th Texas Legislature.   

 
Speakers: Kimberley Mickelson, JD, AICP, Craig Farmer, FAICP, Chance Sparks, AICP  

 

- 10:00am – 10:45am - MUDs, SUDs, and other Special Districts (.75 CMs) 

Did you know that it is now almost impossible for a city in Texas to grow beyond its 
current city limits?  There are ways, but they are uphill battles that involve a ton of 
negotiation.  Municipal Utility Districts (MUDs), Special Utility Districts (SUDs), and other 
special districts are mysterious entities to most city professionals, especially those who 
do not regularly work with them or come in contact with them.  This panel, comprised of 
an experienced attorney, a city manager, and a planner, will focus on what the adoption 
of HB2590 and other recent annexation and special district legislation means for cities, 
the associated planning implications, and what cities and planners can do moving 
forward. 

Speakers: Patrick Lindner, JD, Jason Laumer, PE, Abra Nusser, AICP 

 
10:45am – BREAK 

https://tspb.texas.gov/plan/maps/doc/capitol_building_guide.pdf
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- 11:00am – 12:15pm – The Housing Crisis (1.25 CMs) 

America’s housing affordability crisis is a major challenge confronting communities from 
coast to coast. While the housing crisis looks different across various places and markets, 
planners must play a central role in finding solutions to providing housing choice ranging 
from affordability to resilience and availability to accessibility. 

Catherine Hinshaw, APA’s Senior State Government Affairs Associate, will provide an 
overview on affordable housing legislation across the country and what other states are 
doing, based on President Trump’s Executive Order to eliminate barriers to affordable 
housing. Christina Day, AICP, Director of Planning for the City of Plano will speak about 
Plano’s housing assistance programs and the City’s recent adoption of its Backyard 
Cottage zoning regulations.  

Speakers: Catherine Hinshaw, Christina Day, AICP  

12:15pm BREAK (get food) 

- 12:30 – 1:15 – Lunch Topic: Preparing for the 87th Texas Legislature (0.75 CM) 

Following the 86th Texas Legislature, APA-Texas sought out assistance to better prepare, 
advocate, act, and respond to planning-related legislation during the 87th Texas 
Legislature, which will kick off in January 2021. Following a formal Request for Information 
process and in-person interviews with firms, APA-Texas has formally engaged with a 
legislative services firm. During lunch, this firm will provide a presentation of the 2020-
2021 APATX Government Relations Plan and how they will assist us in advancing high 
quality planning practices and policies in Texas, and in particular, how our members can 
be part of that process.  

Lunch Speaker: APATX Legislative, Advocacy and Administrative Services Firm 
Representative 

1:15pm – BREAK 

- 1:30pm – 2:30pm Roundtable Discussion: Planners as Problem Solvers (1.0 CMs) 

During the 86th Texas Legislature, several bills were introduced that reduced local 
planning abilities and authority. HB 3167 (Shot-Clock) and HB 2439 (Building Codes & 
Building Materials) were adopted and require Texas communities to modify development 
regulations and submittal checklists and procedures. As communities have implemented 
changes, it has been observed that these bills are likely not accomplishing the original 
goals to remove red tape, expedite the plan review process, and reduce building 
construction costs.  

A complete repeal of HB 3167 and HB 2439 is unlikely during this next session, but 
planners are problem solvers, and we can collaborate to identify solutions to these bills 
that would be in the best interest of all parties. This facilitated roundtable discussion will 
discuss potential modifications to these bills that may be introduced during the 87th Texas 
Legislature by APA-Texas. Bring your ideas and thoughts! 

Speakers: Abra Nusser, AICP and Chance Sparks, AICP 
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- 2:30pm - 3:00pm – Overcoming Barriers to Advocacy (.5 CM) 

Making an impact through advocacy can be daunting, especially if you have never 
provided testimony or called your legislator’s office before. In addition, municipal planners 
often find it challenging to balance roles as a constituent and planner, and as a result, 
planners often remain silent on important planning legislation that has lasting 
consequences to our communities and to our profession. As Representative Raymond of 
the Texas House observed, “a note, call, or visit from just one advocate can be a game 
changer.”  

Panelists will share their own experiences and stories as planning advocates and how 
they balanced their constituent and planner roles.  

Speakers: Craig Farmer, FAICP, Chance Sparks, AICP, Jake Gutekunst, P.E. 

 

- 3:00pm – 4:00pm - Advocacy Training: Using Stories for Advocacy (1.0 CM) 

Stories surround us. They help us understand the world and our place in it. They are also 
critical for influence, persuasion, and advocacy. Studies show that stories shape opinions, 
aid in recall, and are vital for communicating the unique value and distinctive role of 
planning in making great communities for all. Stories help targeted audiences understand 
complex issues in a new way that can reframe and reshape how people see planning. 
Advancing legislative and policy changes for good planning increasingly requires good 
storytelling skills. 

Today’s political climate makes collecting, crafting, and communicating stories more 
important than ever. Planners can be the chief storytellers for their communities and 
projects by helping community members and elected officials understand change, find a 
vision for the future, and advance the policy changes needed to achieve that vision.  

This interactive session will allow participants to craft their stories in preparation of 
Planners’ Day at the State Capitol and the 87th Texas Legislature.  

Speaker: Catherine Hinshaw 

 

4:00pm – BREAK 

- 4:15pm – 5:00pm - Planners' Day at the State Capitol Training (.75 CM) 

This session will provide information and training for Planners’ Day participants before 
we head to the Texas State Capitol the next day.  Useful meeting and communication 
skills will be presented for the creation of effective advocates to influence elected 
officials. 

Speakers: Catherine Hinshaw, Doug McDonald, AICP 

 

- 6:30pm – 8:30pm – Dinner 
Sheraton Austin Hotel at the Capitol | 701 E. 11th Street  
Capitol View Terrace Room (Ground Floor) MAP 
 
Evening Reception and Dinner Recognizing the 2020 Great Places in Texas with special 
guest Chet Garner of The Daytripper.  

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/event-planning/business-meeting/auscs-sheraton-austin-hotel-at-the-capitol/
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Day 2: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 - Planners' Day at the State Capitol 

 

Join us as we head to the Texas State Capitol to advocate for planning! 

Attendees who wish to participate in Planners' Day must indicate on the registration form. 
Meetings with legislative staff (both House and Senate) will be scheduled by APATX between 
9am and 4pm and will typically last between 15-30 minutes each. Availability and time depend on 
the legislative staff, so you would need to plan to be available from 9am to 4pm. Exact meeting 
times will be provided two weeks in advance. Training for these meetings will take place on March 
30th at 4:15pm. 

Location: Texas State Capitol 

8:30am - Group Photo (Meet at South Capitol Steps MAP) 

9:00am - 4:00pm - Individual Meetings with Legislative Staff 

Lunch is on your own. 

 

 

https://www.txplanning.org/files/2574/download/

