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Thank you, Chairman Paddie, for the opportunity to present the following 
information from the American Planning Association - Texas Chapter. My 
name is Chance Sparks, and I represent the American Planning Association - 
Texas Chapter. We are testifying in favor of HB 12. The Texas Chapter of the 
American Planning Association (APATX) represents public and private sector 
planners, planning academics and students, elected officials, and citizen 
planners in the great state of Texas. 
 
HB 12 is an essential tool for local communities to respond to all types of 
disasters and will help the coordination between state and locals to, hopefully, 
mitigate the human cost of a disaster.   
 
The proper response to a disaster varies based on the type of disaster. A 
tornado outbreak is quick forming and leaves little time for an emergency alert 
but could affect an entire region of the state. Winter storms and hurricanes give 
a more advanced warning but affect more expansive areas; in both 
circumstances, an alert system would benefit all communities in the state.  
 
Our communities’ resiliency is a legislative priority for APATX this session, 
and we would welcome any opportunity to work alongside the Legislature to 
implement a statewide alert system. Our members already work with local 
communities to improve resiliency and have firsthand experience to enhance 
the coordination of the state’s response to disasters. 
 
Thank you for your time, and I welcome the opportunity to answer any 
questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Chance Sparks, AICP 
President 
American Planning Association - Texas Chapter 
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